W A Newsletter Published by Shelly Leeke Law Firm, LLC

Legal News

June 2011 Volume 3, Issue 3

IN THIS ISSUE

-Summer Safety for Dads
-Dangers of Jump Castles
Page 1

-Your Questions
Answered

-Cases In the News
-Happy 4th of July!
Page 2

-Finding the Right Insur-
ance Company

-Prize Winners!

Page 3

-Disability Claims, Page 4
I
Locations To

Serve You

Anywhere in S.C.:
Goose Creek: 843-277-6053
(Main Office)

103 Laurel Avenue

Tel: 843-277-6053

Mt. Pleasant: 843-216-6716
222 W. Coleman Blvd.

Myrtle Beach: 877-553-1046
1300 Professional Drive

Columbia: 803-250-1030
4500 Fort Jackson Blvd.
Greenville:  864-256-1010
147 Commons Way

(By Appointment)

Practice Areas:

e Personal Injury

e Auto Accidents

e  Work Injuries

e  Wrongful Death
e Truck accidents

e Dangerous Drugs

e Dog Bites
e Pedestrian Acci-
dents

e Bicycle Accidents
Social Security
Disabilit

SumMmme- Sa-("etj €or- Dads!

Happy Father's Day Dads! While you are enjoying the holiday and summer with your kids, it is important to be aware of I
I a few safety tips to keep them out of danger:

|

I Playgrounds: Playgrounds can pose many sum-

mer dangers for kids, especially kids under age I
I 4. It's a good idea to avoid drawstring pants or I

jackets when going to the playground as acci-

dental strangulations can occur if a piece of |
I clothing or jewelry gets caught in a piece of

equipment. I
I Metal Slides: Summer heat can make play- I

ground slides hot enough to leave third degree I

burns, so avoid metal slides that are in the sun

during the summer. Shelly’s 3 year old niece Jessica had an |

accident at the grocery store involving her dad

Bicycles: In addition to wearing a helmet, parents should also and a grocery cart (we won'’t say which was at |
| check the bike for rusty chains that can cause injury and make fault) that left her with a broken leg and big I
I sure the brakes are in working order. 267,000 injuries to children cast for several weeks. Accidents can happen

occur on bicycles each year. almost anywhere, so Jessica reminds parents |

and kids to be safe this summer!

Check for Ticks: Anyone who is spending time outdoors, espe- I

cially in grassy or wooded areas should thoroughly check head and body for ticks, as these tiny blood suckers can cause
I serious and even life threatening illnesses. I

Fireworks: Never hold bottle rockets or any other fireworks by hand. Fireworks can cause severe burns, blindness and I

even death if not handled appropriately. I

Falls: Falls bring nearly 8,000 kids to the ER a day. One easy way fo prevent trips and falls is to trade the flip-flops and I

Crocs for sneakers. The majority of fall related injuries occur when children are unsupervised, so the best way to pre- I

I vent an accidental injury is to keep an eye on the little ones.

I Barbeque 6rills & Oyster Pits: Barbecues and oyster roasts are a lot of fun, but children can easily become victims of
serious burn injuries caused by these activities. Most burn injuries occur after the fire has gone out. Always closely I
I monitor your children, even if the flame has already died out.

The Dangers op Bounce Castles

Jump castles offer hours of fun for children, but do you really know how safe
they are? Since the beginning of 2011 there have been numerous reports of inju-
ries reported that involved bounce or jump castles. In early April, a castle in Ari-
zona was swept across three lanes of traffic and finally coming to rest in the me-
dian. One child only suffered minor injuries but a nine year old girl was badly
hurt and had to have facial re-constructive surgery. Two sisters were injured in mid-February when the
jump castle they were in became airborne. One of the sisters fell out of the castle in mid air landing on a
neighbor's roof. Though jump castles are a fun attraction for kids, safety is important. So make sure you
take the necessary precautions so that your child can be safe and have fun!

Visit LeekeLawLaw.com For Information That Could Help You!
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 HAPPY 4TH OF JULY!

EFun Facts:

Q: If | let a friend borrow
my car and he gets in
an accident in South
Carolina, does my in-
surance company pay
for any damages?

{ Over 150 million hot dogs (or 1 hot dog per every 2

>, : people in the US) are consumed on the 4th of July.
The national anthem is actually set to the tune of
an old English drinking song called "To Anacreon

A: Yes, your insurance i im Heaven'

will cover your vehicle and pay damages if your friend

is mvolvedlln an accident while d.rl:vmgt'; you; car. H%w— ! Close to $350 miillion is spent each year on im- :
ever, your insurance company will not pay for any dam- | : o, g uing flags, banners, decorations, and emblems :
ages unless your friend had your permission to use ] r :
your car. from China for the 4th of July. :
Q: Who can receive compensation in a wrongful : In 1801, the first 4th of July party was held at the

death lawsuit? : White House.

A: In South Carolina the immediate family members

are the beneficiaries. If there are no surviving family The stars on the original American flag were ar-

members, the heirs of the deceased are the beneficiar- | ; ranged in a circle to ensure that all colonies were

ies. The executor or administrator of the estate will be i equal,

the person who files for wrongful death on their behalf. |
Email your legal question to info@leekelaw.com. Put “Ask the **Remember to be safe while llﬁ!lillg funon

Attorney” in the subject line. this wonderful llolidﬂv!**
Or, call us at 843-277-6053. :

C a S e S i n t he New S Officials say he White told the officer that he gave a man

managed to escape, named "C"

. and the man anad $60 and
Suspect Cuffed to Chair Es- chair are missing. Police are searching received

capes Police for a missing suspect handcuffed to a only $20

A man, chair... hopefully he won’t be too hard ~ worth of

handcuffed to spot! crack. He
to a chair asked for
escaped ke his $40

Man Tells Police He Didnt |, ..

from a po- — .
lice station ——|¥ \ Get Correct Change in Drug the man
by exiting &( c 3 Deal refused to
through a I ,& G A North Charleston man was arrested give it to him, the report says.
back door, | Y 7 after he complained to police that the
while still _'rl' —_] drug dealer he bought crack cocaine He told police he smoked the crack he
cuffed to the = from did not give him the correct change. received and then called 911.
chair.
North Charleston police charged the 41-  Police arrested the man for loitering
Police say the 58-year-old man was year-old man with disorderly conduct where drugs are sold and took him to the
taken into custody for questioning in after he called police at 4:30 a.m., ac- Charleston County Detention Center.

connection with money theft from a bar.  ¢ording to an incident report.

This publication is intended to educate the general public about personal injury, car accidents cases, work injuries, and insurance
issues. It is not intended to be legal advice and does not constitute attorney-client relationship. Every case is different. To dis-
cuss your individual case call Shelly Leeke Law Firm, LLC 843-277-6053.
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*How Do | Find The Best Insurance Company?

([ ]

® While it is difficult to say what is the best insurance company for you, a helpful

: resource for determining which company to use is the National Association of In-
e surance Commissioners (www.naic.org). The NAIC collects information from

: state regulators about consumer complaints. They have found that over half of the
e complaints recorded were for the denial of a claim, the unreasonable delay in

: resolving a claim, or unsatisfactory settlement offers by the insurance

e COMpany.

-

During your insurance company search, do not solely focus on A

getting the cheapest premium. You could risk finding out that 4

% \ your coverage is inadequate after you gotten in an accident. Oftentimes, these insur-
ance companies that have the cheapest premium may also be difficult to deal with

when trying to file or settle a claim, especially is the claim is high.

. You can check the NAIC website to make sure that the insurance company you are
¢ l0Oking at does not have a high amount of customer complaints. Look at the complaint ratio because

ot his shows the ratio of the companyds mar ket shae
: miums in the United States for a specific policy type You should also look at the complaint trend report, :
ewhich tells you whether the companyds compl ai nt se
: looking at these things, you will hopefully get a better idea of the right auto insurance company for :
e you! Not sure if you have the right auto coverage? Fax your current policy to 843 -297-8 497 and
: review your current policy for free and_ giye suggestions to you so you can_be sure you have the best :
e COverage to protect you and your family in the event of an unfortunate accident. .
............................................@.................
c t w' | Shelly Leeke Law
ongra s ‘nners [ Firm Referral
Welcome to All our new readers who stopped by to Rewards
say hello to us at the Flowertown Festival- it was so
nice to meet all of you and we look forward to sharing Starting from April, each
) ) ] time you make a referral
the latest legal information and updates with you! to our law firm, we will
Also, congratulations to the winners of the following make a donation that sup-
prizes: ports a local charity!
Dinner Cruise for Two: ,{@ This month, we
Edwin Coakley June Bletsch  SpiRiTLINE CRUISES thank the following folks
Palmetto Priss Photography DINNER CRUISE for their referrals, and
] v p webdbre making a
Gift Certificate: to the Goose Creek SPCA
Lisa Buffington Michelle Zieg  [Yige @« in your honor:
Carrie Hathaway Jessica Franks o 4

Harold & Leonida
Mascardo
Rebecca Lowery
Dr. Matt Jenkins

¥ AORN
Tiffany Alexander  Kimberly Dunn %7 )
Lee Anne Brown _

COMMUNICATION POLICY: Generally Mrs. Leeke does not take unscheduled phone calls. This allows her to focus and pay more attention to
individual cases resulting in higher quality legal services. This policy also helps Ms. Leeke resolve cases more quickly. This is a lot better than the
endless game of “phone tag” played by most attorneys and businesses today. To schedule a phone call or in-person appointment with Ms. Leeke
call 843-277-6053.
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Social Secw*ify Dida!oi[ify Claims Process

Securing Social Security Disability Income or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) is not as simple as you might think. Even if you are clearly disabled, the proc-
ess of trying to obtain benefits can be difficult, intimidating, and even discouraging. The burden to prove that you cannot work your most recent job or any other job
in the future is placed upon the claimant, who often is not aware of all of his/her rights or how to file their claim correctly. According to the Social Security Admini-
stration, the majority of disability claims and appeals are denied; however, claimants who use a lawyer-are more likely to win their claims than those who do not.

Avoid the Common Mistakes Most Disability Claimants Make

The reason most claims are denied the first time around is because most people who file on their own make mistakes on their application, which can result in an im-
mediate denial of benefits. This is why it is wise to work with a disability lawyer from the start—Shelly Leeke Law Firm will help you file your initial claim, and
represent you throughout the process to make sure your claim is fully and correctly handled from the start.

Social Security Disability Hearing - A Critical Point in Your Case
It is important for you to know that if you have a disability hearing scheduled, you should’expect the So¢ial Security Administration will hire medical and voca-
tional experts to testify against you. If you are not prepared to cross-examine them, you might want 0 consult your lawyer who is trained to do so.

Being Denied Does Not Mean Give Up!

If you are denied benefits, you should always appeal and within the timeframe provided by the Social Security Administration. Do not start a new application or
allow time to expire because you will be forced to the back of the line onee again. Did you know that decision wait times can range from 6 months to 2 or 3 years in
some areas? A disability hearing affords you the opportunity to tell your story to the administrative law judge and gets you one step closer to a decision.

Get Help Today - Call a Charleston, South Carolina Attorney

At the Shelly Leeke Law Firm, we help people throughout the state of South Carolina get Social Security Disability Income and Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) they need to support themselves and their family. If you are considering starting the disability claims process, call us a 843-277-6053 today or email us at
Info@LeckeLaw.com!
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